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fltn. It sa;B, ' that the Cbrtedans alresdj kept the right 
jny_that is, the Sandaj, or oar Lord's day — and had 
altered already the ordinary Sabbath into the lame, is 
TLUS BY THE ScRiPTOBES, and by antiqaity."'* "Well," 
gays Andy, " I don't know what to make of it. Dr. 
Milner, and Keenan, and many other of our writers, say 
that it can't be proved by Scriptare ; and ever since I was 
a boy I've heard that point thrown in the teeth of Pro- 
testants, and brought as an ohicction tn thoirrule of faith." 
*'True for yon," says the Reader; "and now you see 
what a poor objection it is. You »ee that two etlitions of 
your own Bible, and Dr. Doyle, and the Catetihism of the 
Council of Trent, all agree that it can be proved by Scrip. 
tare. This ought to teach you, boys," says he, " what poor 
safety you have in building yonr faith on Dr. Milner, in- 
stead of on the Word of God. But before we go to any 
OCher point,'' gays he, " tell me honestly, do you give np 
that objection lo our rule of faith ?" So Andy admitted 
that he did, and the boys all allowed that the change of 
the Sabbath is to be found in Scripture. " Well," says 
Andy, "there's another doctrine of great importance 
that's not contained in Scripture — I mean infant baptism. 
Tou Protestants baptise infants just as we do, but you've 
no auihoriiy for it but tradition." " You're quite wrong," 
sa^ the Reader ; " we've Scripture for it.'' •' Why,' says 
Andy, " just listen to Father Keenan. Speaking of infant 
feaptism he says, ' He^ e, then, we have a truth upon which 
Ihe salvation of one-third part of the whole human race 
depends which is not to be found in Scripture ;'' and the 
' ftnestion of Questions'"" says the same." " Well," says 
the Reader, " it's a curious thing to see how your writers 
contradict one another. Just look at the index at the end 
ef your Douay Bible, and you'll find that it refers you to 
Um VERSES OF ScRiPTUBE in proof of infant baptism. 
And, again," says the Reader, " in the Catechism of the 
Council of Trent there's a chapter headed, ' Infants by all 
means to bd baptised ;"" and how do you suppose that the 
point is proved '?'' " By tradition, I suppose," says Andy. 
" No," savs the Reader, " but by texts of Scripture ; ° 
and what's more,'' says he, " they're the very texts that 
we bring forward ourselves." " Well," says Jerry, " it's a 
most surprising thing that our writers go against one 
another that way. There's Milner saying one thing, and 
the Council of I'rent saying another, and there's Keenan 
miking one statemfnt, and the Douay Bible contradicting 
him ; 'irotU myself doesn't know what to make of them." 
" But, " says Andy, " a man who was against infant bap- 
tism wouldn't allow that those texts proved it." •' 1 admit 
that," says iha Reader ; " but remember that your writers 
are not against it, they only bring it forward as an objec- 
tion against our rule of faith. 'They say. You hold infant 
baptism, and you're ri;;ht in doing so ; but you ve no 
authority for it in the Bible. Now, isn't it a fair answer 
when I show you tliat your own Bible, and your own 
Catechism, allow that the doctrine has the authority of 
Scripture, and that the proofs they bring I'orwanl are not 
traditions, but texts out of the Bible." Well, sir, the 
■boys allowed ihat 'twas fair, and the Reader says to Andy, 
" Before we go any further, tell me do you give up that | 
objection to our rule of faith ?" So Andy had to admit I 
that he should give it up; " but," says he, "I've not done 
with yon yet. There s another most important doctrine 
thats not contained in Scripture." "What is it?" says 
tie Reader. "The procession of the Holy Ghost." says 
'he. " Arra what's that at all V says one of the boys ; 
"what's the meaning of the big word?" "Why," says 
Aady, " it means that the Holy Ghost proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, and Protestants allow it in their 
Creeds ; but there's no proof of it in Scripture ;' and 
they've to come to our traditions after all, which proves that 
their rule is defective." " Well," says the Reader, " you 
Roman Catholics are the queerest people 1 ever mot. 
You don't Uiire about oveituiuing your own doctrints, if 
you think 'twill upstt u^. Do you know," says he, " that 
you're going riptht against yonr o»d Church when you say 
that the pio& ssion of the Holy Ghost isn't contained in 
Scripture. Look at the Catechism of the duncil of 
Trent,'"' says he, " and you'll find that it refers you to 
eight TEXTS OF Scripture for proof of this doctrine ; 
and remaik," says tlie Header, "that although it says 
that the doctrine is propounded by the Chnroli, still it's 
by the texts it proves it, and not by tradition. And, 
again," sajs the Reader, " listen to this note in your own 
Bible:' 'this proves' (not tradition, mind, but the text J 
'against the modern Greeks that the Holy Ghost pro- 
eeedeth from the Son as well as from the Father." Now," 
says the Reader, " what have you to say for yourself?" 
Well, sir, Andy hadn't a word in his mouth. S i the 
Reader turns to the boys, and, says he, " Is ray rule clear 
from that objection ?'' " 'Ti ," says they, " for, sure our 
own Bible says that it's proved by Sciiptuie." " Well," 
sstfs Andy, "there's one more doctrine tnac Keenan 
says isn't proved in Scripture. He says, 'the ooomne 
of the Trinity, a doctrine the knowledge of which is cer 
taioly necessary to salvation, is not explicitly and evi- 
dently laid dowp in Scriplnre."' "Well," says the Render, 
k Mote Co Ac» XX, 16, Douay Bilile, 4to edlLlou , app: o . ed of by 
Uw KosC Rererend Dr. Troy ; printed and published toy Rlcbard 
Coyne, Dublin, 1816. ' Coutrovenlal Calrchiiiu. cbip »., tec. 5, 

* By Rev. Joseph Muraford, of tlie Society of Jeaos, Kclloa vJii,, 
t*», 1> " Pan II., chap. H , <|ue«iou xizi. 

* Uatt xlx. 14: Mukx.l«: I.Cor.i.JS; Acu xii. 16 and 8*. 
** "Question or Questions," section vUi., par. i. 

Fart I. chap, li., qaeetioo vL ' Kate to Jtlin zv, iS. 
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"I see that it's irearly all up with you when you bring that 
objection against the Bible. In the Catechism of the Coun^ 
cil of Trent," says be, " there's several pages of the begin 
ning of the book taken op with proving the doctrine of 
the Trinity. It proves separatelj' the divinity of tha 
Father, and of the Son, and of the H<4y Ghost. And 
how do you suppose it proves these points ?' " By tradi- 
tion, of course," says Andy. " No," says the Reader ; 
" but by texts of Scripture. And, again," saja he, "just 
look at the index iu the end of the Douay Bible, and to 
what does it refer you for proof of this doctrine ?" " I 
suppose to tradition," says Andy. " No," says the Reader, 
" but to different texts of ScErPTURE. There," says he, 
" you can look at it for yourself." Well, sir, I never 
seen a man so vexed as Andy was. " May I never," says 
he, " but I give up Milner, and Keenan, and the whole 
pack of them, as the greatest rogues I ever came across. 
I spent the whole day," says he, " in making up those 
poims, and it's too bad to find that when I bring them 
forward I'm only running my head against my own 
Bible," " Troth," says Jerry, " yon remind me of the 
master's bull : he made a run at me the other day, and 
he was so eager to put his horns into me that he didn't 
think r>f the halter that was round his neck until it 
almost choked him, and, in like manner," says he, " you 
were so eager to put down the Frotestaat rule of faith, 
that you never thought of what you were doing nntil the 
Douay Bible pulled you up, and if it didn't choke you^" 
says he, "it stopped your mouth, anyhow." "Stop 
your jaw," says Andy, " or, by the powers, I'll be after 
making ycu do it." And then he turns to the Reader, 
and, says he, " I'll be at yon again some other night, for 
I've plenty of other objections against your rule of faith." 
" A'ery good," says he, " I'll listen, fairly, and I'll do my 
best to answer them, and then," says he, " 'twill be my 
turn to discuss yonr rnle of faith." And whenever they 
meet again I'll let your honour know. 

Your humble servant to command, Dan Carihv. 



HOLY CLAY. 

TO THE EDITOK OF THE CATHOLIC I.ATHAIT. 

Sir, — ^In many parts of the County Meath, and indeed 
throughout Ireland generally, I am led to believe that it 
is customnry for the priest to put " holy clay" between 
the lips of the dying or dead Roman Catholics. A priest, 
on being asked whether such was the fact, admitted " it 
was true that 'holy clay' was sometimes put into the 
coffin of dead Roman Catholics, in eases of interment in 
uiiconsecr.'ited ground, or with Protestants, but that other- 
wise it was not used." Now, I wish to know if this 
reason he the only one given, and whether the poor peo- 
ple can get the "clay" without money and without price? 
how it is made " holy," and whether it be placed in the 
mouth of the dying, or in the coffin of the dead ? It is 
chiefly for an Knglish friend I seek this information — one 
who points to Jesus as " the way, the truth, and the life" 
— one who bears most willing and unsolicited te^-tiinoiiy to 
the spirit of love in which the Catholic Lavman is con- 
ducted, and who almost prophetically, in connection with 
it, writes — "Truth is mighty, and must prevail." 

Apologising for thus intruding on your valuable time 
and space, and anxious'y awaiting wliiitever explanation 
you or your Roman Catholic correspondents may be able 
to give of the above subject, 

I am, sir, E. H. T. 

We never heard of blessed clay being put between the 
lips of the dying, and we do not believe it. Blessed clay 
is often put incoflins. On one occa.sii>n in the famine, 
when many corpses were to be buried from a workhouse in 
Meath, a prie-it sent a boy with a bug of blessed clay, to be 
put in the coffins. The clay dropped out through a hole 
in the bag. The boy filled the bag Irom a ploughed field. 
Can any one tell how the present condiiiori of Iho^e souls 
may be affected by this accident? We do not know the 
form of blessing the clay. 

MIRACLES WITH AN EYE TO BUSINESS. 

TO THE EDITOK OF THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

SiB,— Some months ago you called public attention to 
the profitable trade connected with the imposture of La 
Salette. 

Allow me to call your attention to a new crop of 
miracles which have lately furnished matter for the 
imperial journals in France. 

1 allude to a Saint Anne, whose remains appear to 
have been found in the department of Tarn et Garonne, 
in the commune of Vaudon, and the arrondissement of 
Moissac. She appeared on the 16th of August, 1858. 
Her body had been 104 years under ground ; and she 
had been assassinated at the early age of twelve by two 
young men. There were fourteen stabs in her heart. 
She had been quiet over this story of her death upwards 
of a century, when she appeared to a tailor's wife, one 
Sunday, after mass, at the moiueiit when the good soul 
was saying her prayers, as she tended her geese, at the 
roadside A medal fe'l miraculously into her aprou ; 
but she could see no hand that could have cast it there. 
This was miracle number one only. The second was 
performed a few days after the first— St. Anne Iteing ap 
parently determined to make up for a century and tour 

' We do aot give refeieaees, ai Uie usamoat extenib over seveca 1 
pafca. 



years of idleness. On this occasion a spring rose from 
the place where she was buried, and duriig four days 
was the colour of blood. It was the blood of St. Anae ! 
From this time lorward the saint devoted her interces- 
sions to the miraculous cure of diseases. We now ap- 
proac'h the curious— perhaps the instructive— part of 
this matter. These wonders have been given to the 
world in a volume published at 'Villefiancha. by the 
Veuve Assan ; and the author, after having exciteti 
the pious wonder of his readers, pushes boldly into de- 
tails. To begin with, he has been himself cured by the 
taint of rheumatism, after doctors and n:edicaments 
(upon which his father had spent four hundred francs) 
had proved altogether useless. He was carried simply 
into the saint's chapel, and in eight days he was well, I 
now proceed to translate a passage from the volvime 
itself: — ''The curate of the place, and the bishop of 
Montauban, have employed this young man, aided by a 
companion, to spread abroad tfaii little recital, because 
having been himself radically cured by the saint of seve- 
ral attacks of rheumatism, he was the proper person to 
describe the miracles she has wrought. 

" Thus people are informed that any person who car- 
ries this book will be preserved from all kinds of diseases; 
from the plague, even from the thunder and from bad 
spirits. Every person who buys ten sous' worth of goods 
from the vendor of this book will have a half mass in the 
chapel ; while every purchaser to the value of twenty 
sous will have a mass in the chapel, the result of which 
will be, that its advantages will last, not for a day only, 
but, on the contrary, for all eternity. There are nine 
curates, whose duty it is to say nine masses and prayers 
for the purchasers of the present, either to the value of 
ten sous, or to that of twenty sous." 

This arrangement of piety is ingenious. Commerce was 
never more completely allied with religion ; purdons were 
never more openly sold. We live in an age of cheapness — 
of cheap dress, and cheap food, and cheap lodging. The 
age proudly points to the celebrated "good dinner for two- 
pence" as a triumph of human ingenuity. We have arrived 
at a time when anything is good and acceptable, provided 
it is cheap. We are building up a new world on the grand 
principle that every man shall do his best to undersell bis 
neighbour. 

'Ihe vendor of St. Anne's miracles is a star! ling proof that 
salvation, at least, is not dear. To be lucky to all eternity, 
at the small charge of ten pence, must be regarded as a 
triumph of cheaimess which throws the twopenny dinner 
already alluded to completely in the shade. And then, 
a^ain, as the Siicle, commenting on St, Anno, remarks—. 
" Hov/ delightful to make our own peiice, atid a poor man's 
fortune, at one blow ! Nor is this all, fir the young man 
who has been cured of rheumatism by St Anne sells va- 
rious wares, and for your twenty sous diHivers over to you 
riblion, or lace, or cotton ; so that, in p iiit of fact, he savss 
his customers gratis : he throws h' aven into til.- bargain!" 
That this is a serious " business," in w liieh there appears 
to be two piinners, is evident. Their saint is tio more an 
impostor — that is, they are no more impostors, than dozens 
of most respectable ecclesiiistics who have tmiieil up some 
old provincial story, and concocted a new miracle n|)Oii it. 
Thus, among hooks received, the Sir'-f/e has the '^C'Ubra- 
Hon du Neuvicme Anniveri-aire du M riicU d- la Salette." 
All these miracles, let the reader un.lcr.siiiiid, are so 
many exhibitions to be turned to coinniercial account. 
Now that ecc osi.isiical lotteries are p olwhly be;;iniiing to 
lose favour, miracles may be expected to tnni up in con- 
siderable crops. No doubt, with the progress of education 
(as carried on now in France, under the priesihood), this 
business will increase, and, as it increases, induce enter- 
prising sppculiitors to invest money moie boldly than the 
author ol the St. Anne miracle. A man of yeniu'^, having 
a saint at coinnuind, would not content himself with a 
pamphlet, such as lhat I have quoted. H« would devclope 
the idea ; send round " St. Anne" — a card ; assure his 
readers that his saint, by a strict attention to business, hoped 
to secure the favour of old customers. 

So nmtli for the commercial part of the saint dis- 
coveries. If we turn to the moral aspc t of affairs ; if we 
seriously consider what the state of mind must bu of peo- 
p e who believe in the impostors to whom 1 have drawn 
attention— the St. Anno of Tarn-et-Garonnostoryisone 
of the saddest it is possible to read. That the fellows 
who hawk heaven about the villages of France find cus- 
tomers is proved by the devclopinent already given to 
the St. Anne business. Nine priests ready to say mass 
at one franc a head, ribbons, lace, and cotton included I ! 
Of course the hawkers will not be prosecute 1 -perhaps 
when they cast down their i)ack for the last titne they 
may themselves become provincial saints. This hope 
must be a comfort to them that hawk St. Anne up hill 
and down dale, blighdng, with their degrading imposture, 
the souls of all who come iu contact with them. i\r\i to 
think that fellows of this stamp should be able to trudge 
profiiably through a country where the white feathers of 
civilising steam arc a hopefill feature in every landscape. 
But there are animals — and they are generally somewhat 
loathsoiue--that are difficult to kill. Among these the 
most loathsome are the reptiles in whose grasp is the 
story of St. Anne. Is the Bishop of Jlontaubao really 
their patron ? I am not easily astonished by Roman 
Catholic revelations ; but if the bisliopbe with the haw 
I kers, he is a bold man. 

Your obedient seryant, A ScBacBiBBB. 



